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“Changing someone’s world”



Since opening Kidzade, children in Ethiopia, 
India and the Philippines have benefited 
from the profits.  Recently we have been 
helping a group of fifty children in Bihar, 
North India, a relatively new project for 
WCM, through our partners Inter-mission.  
Many of these children were malnourished 
and uneducated when we started the 
programme, but now receive two meals per 
day and have started an education 
programme.  
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Welcome to issue 9 of the newsletter. 
Amazing things are happening within WCM 
and Kidzade. It seems hard to believe that 
it's five years since we became Directors. 
Our heart and passion is to continue 
impacting lives across the world, and to 
“change someone's world”. 

The difference that your support makes 
really struck me when I visited Bihar in 
February. This is a new project in the north 
of India, which has recently started 
supporting fifty children. In this small, 
isolated village there are 93 families and 

stnearly 300 children. In the 21  century where 
communication is so easy, it's hard to believe 
that only one person in the village can read 
and write. The children looked stunned as 
we arrived, and they stood there shy, 
nervous, and some looking desperately thin. 
My heart went out to every child there. 
Thinking back to a few weeks earlier when 
the team had arrived at the girls' home in 
Coimbatore for the first time, the children 
rushed towards the minibus, smiling, happy, 
full of life, vibrant, excited and healthy. The 
difference was incredible. A project that has 
been running for over twenty years 
compared to a project that has only been 
running for a few weeks. Through your 
donations, prayer and support we have 
changed hundreds of lives.

As you read through the newsletter we really 
want you to be encouraged by the difference 
that you are making to the widows, children 
and students. As a supporter of WCM you are 
playing an incredible part in making that 
difference.  Thank you for standing with us. 
We do understand that the financial climate 
has made things very difficult for so many, 
but your giving and support makes such a 
difference. Right now take a few seconds to 
think of your sponsor child, student, or 
widow and know that you are “changing 
someone's world”.

Have a great day.

Andy

In memory of Glynn Thomas
Certain people impact your life, and Glynn 
was one of them for me. On my first trip to 
India nearly 15 years ago Glynn was there 
and his humour was almost as memorable as 
his love of ice cream. Glynn served as a 
trustee for WCM for many years.  

Glyn passed away in March and will be 
greatly missed by many. Through his ministry 
and encouragement he has impacted lives 
across the world.

We opened Kidzade, our charity shop in 
stPaignton, on 1  June 2006, and in June 2009, 

exactly three years later, we will be opening 
our second shop in Torquay!  We have located 
a great shop, near a school and other 
amenities and are now busily collecting extra 
donations ready to open!

What a difference in just a few months! Andy 
visited the project in February and was 
shocked by the poverty in the village of 
Kurmi Tola where these children live. You can 
read more about Andy's experiences when he 
met the children on page 11. Many of the 
children now have their own sponsor, and 
once all the children are sponsored we will 
use the shop profits to help another project.  
The shop provides us with a great 
opportunity to support children across the 
world while we find sponsors for them.  

 

Our volunteers work very hard during the 
week to ensure that the shop is well 
presented and fully stocked, and Kath 
(pictured below), is one of our volunteers 
who accompanied us to India in January as 
part of the team to refurbish the girls' home 
in Coimbatore. It was a great experience for 
Kath to see the first hand the children who 
benefit from the help of Kidzade and WCM. 
We will have more news on the new Kidzade 
shop in our next issue!
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Widows’ Projects in India Widows’ Project Ethiopia

            House of Mercy 
Can you imagine spending your last few 
days on earth dying in a cowshed?  Andy 
and I were horrified to learn that one of 
our widows, who regularly attended the 
project in Coimbatore, was found dying in 
a cowshed by one of the Pastoral team.   

Sadly family members often have no 
means of caring for their elderly relatives 
as medical treatment is too expensive and 
they barely have enough for the family to 
eat, so this is a common occurrence 
among the elderly.  

When I thought of the hospice care 
available in this country, and the drugs 
available to ease pain and suffering, I felt 
distressed to think of the suffering that 
this dear lady went through in her last 
days. 

Determined to make a difference, Andy 
and I have agreed to rent a house in 
Coimbatore that will serve as a hospice 
for the widows in our project who need 
extra care during their last few months or 
weeks of life. 

Whenever we travel to India, one of the 
highlights is visiting the widows' project, 
and this time it was a privilege to take the 
team with us. These women (and a few 
men) come from unimaginable poverty.  
Many will live in shacks that in this country 
we wouldn't keep our animals in, and 
everyday life is a struggle for them. Being 
able to provide these widows with love and 
care is a high priority for Andy and I, and 
seeing first hand the difference that your 
sponsorship makes is a great privilege.

It always amazes me when I see the 
gratitude they have for items which we take 
for granted every day.

Andy and I would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone who sponsors a widow, and 
to Angela Benson from Riveria Life Church 
Torquay who braved the freezing 
temperatures on Boxing Day and raised over 
£700 with a swim in the sea. During the trip 
the team gave out blankets and pillows 
from the money she raised. 

My name is Degitu Mekonen. I am one of the 
beneficiaries of Widowed Program at Kebena 
Guenet Church. I have two children. I live in 
a rented house. It costs me 270 Ethiopian 
Birr, nearly 21 pounds, monthly for a single 
room. I earn my living by baking 'injera' and 
washing clothes. I would like to say thank 
you for the financial support provided. I 
received your support and I have bought 
food item for my children. It is a timely 
support. Thank you and God bless you.

I am Henok Girma. I am a single father. I 
have a daughter. I also live with HIV/AIDS. 
Life is too harsh to me. I live in a rented 
house that cost me 180 Ethiopian Birr similar 
to 12 pounds monthly. I temporarily work 
painting a house. I am very happy of the 
financial support provided for me. I am able 
to pay everything need to pay for my 
kindergarten daughter; school fee, food item 
and many other. Besides, I have saved half 
the amount. This is possible because of your 
financial support. Thank you and God bless 
you.

I am Yisalmushe Alemu. I am a mother of two 
children. I am living in a rented house that 
costs me 250 Ethiopian Birr nearly 17 pounds 
monthly. I am living with HIV/AIDS. Life is too 
difficult. I am very happy of your financial 
support. I have bought a 20 Kilogram of 
wheat. I am really a beneficiary of your 
support.
              Thank You and God bless you. 

When we visited Ethiopia last May, and 
talked with the project leaders, we 
identified the need for a widows’ project. 
These men and women are in very similar 
situations to those in India with no support 
from the government, no medical care and 
many caring for grandchildren. They are in 
desperate situations.

In the last newsletter we asked for sponsors 
for this new project. We would like to thank 
everyone who responded. These updates 
have arrived in the last few weeks and just 
reading them through is an encouragement 
that the new project is making a difference. 
It’s also a reminder that life is extremely 
difficult for these men and women.

Starting with a home that has space for 5 – 8 
widows, we will provide comfort, love, care 
and medical treatment for the elderly. Ketzy 
Prakasam, our project leader, is now looking 
for a suitable home to rent close to the 
church in Coimbatore.  

Please pray for this new project, that a 
suitable house will be found, and that the 
monthly costs of running this home will be 
covered. We are going to call this home 
“House of Mercy”, and will keep you 
updated in the next newsletter as to the 
progress of the home. 
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The team flew into Calcutta to visit the 
projects we support through Calcutta Mercy 
Ministries (CMM). It is difficult to accurately 
reflect the intensity of the noise, smell, 
pollution and feeling of oppression that hits 
you when you arrive in the city.  Situated in 
the middle of the city is the CMM hospital, 
bringing hope to thousands of people each 
year by providing them with free medical 
treatment. 

The team also visited the blind school where 
WCM supports some children. Many of these 
children were abandoned due to their 
disability, but now learn Braille and 
computer literacy, enabling them to find 
employment when they leave the home. The 
children performed some dances and songs 
and most of the team agree that the visit to 
the blind home was one of the most poignant 
times of the trip. 

India January 2009 India January 2009

The girls’ home in Coimbatore, India has 
been open now for over twenty years. 
Hundreds of girls have been given 
education, clothing, food and spiritual 
input, all part of the overall holistic 
purpose of the home. That was the vision 
when it started and is exactly the same now 
in 2009. A total refurbishment of the home 
was needed; time to take a team over!

At various times as I went around the home, 
everywhere I looked there was a team 
member. The girls in the home just loved 
having everyone there. The look of joy as a 
sponsor recognised their child for the first 
time was incredible. 

Although not quite everything was finished as 
we planned, walls were painted, murals 
drawn, stickers and posters put up, new 
bedding purchased and even the windows 
were cleaned. On the last day the builders 
must have worked through the night to 
install the playground area. It was a great 
joy for Ted Robson who has worked for WCM 
for many years to open it in memory of 
Doreen his wife.

Whenever you do a building project, no 
matter how hard you budget, there are 
always hidden costs that occur. A larger 
water tank and pump was needed to supply 
the 50 girls all wanting to wash in the 
morning before school. Extra gates and doors 
were installed to make the home more 
secure. Then there were the new gas rings 
and extractor fans in the kitchen.  In the 
new dining room a suspended ceiling was 
installed to stop it becoming unbearably hot 
in summer because of the tin roof. All extras 
that we felt needed to be done to give the 
girls a home that they deserve. The original 
estimate was £8,500 but with these extras 
the bill rose to £13,000 leaving us £4500 
short.

Looking at the photos on the back cover you 
will see the difference in the home; the girls 
playing on the swings and slide, laughing and 
smiling making it all worthwhile. 
But we do need your help with the deficit of 
£4500. If you would like to help with this you 
can do it three ways:

Rachel and I would like to thank all the team 
members for their time and effort in making 
this short term missions trip a success. Don't 
miss the next one, call the office now and 
register!

1.   Send a cheque to the office with “girls' 
home” written on the back.
2.   Call the office to make a debit/credit 
card payment
3.   Go to  www.wcm-online.co.uk  and go 
to the donation page.

Thinking back there were so many highlights 
from the trip, and for me the look on Mum's 
face as she wandered around the home with 
Chandra, the warden, was one of them. As 
she met the girls and talked to them, it 
looked like she had never been away and in a 
strange way she seemed at home. All the 
girls seemed to know who she was, she 
needed no introduction. It did take us a 
while to convince Mum to come back to 
India. Having made so many trips with Dad 
this would be her first without him and there 
were so many memories. 

The look of happiness on her face, or the 
times of tears spoke a thousand words, and it 
was a great moment when I gave her a big 
hug and told her just how proud I was of her, 
and everything that she and Dad had 
achieved in twenty five years of running 
WCM.  

The sights and smells of Calcutta 

Due to various factors, the builders were 
still on site when we arrived! Walls still 
needed to be built and there was no sign of 
the playground equipment. After a quick 
review, jobs were allocated and the team 
sprung into action. David Vink from Torquay 
made sure he had his sun hat on after 
Bridget his wife followed him out with it! 
Not looking too impressed with the hat, he 
started to rub down walls, sand and wash 
doors ready for painting. He didn't stop all 
day! By the end of the day he was even 
wearing an Indian style hat, which was worn 
by the builders (well worth the picture 
below!). All the team worked really hard 
together, despite the heat and chaos.

Visiting the hospital in the centre of the city 
and the Mercy Centres on the outskirts  gave 
the team an insight into both inner city life 
and the rural aspect of one of the largest 
cities in India.  

We then spent some time at the feeding 
programme. This is an amazing project which 
feeds 25,000 people every day on the streets 
of Calcutta. Generous portions of vegetable 
rice are provided to each person, and for 
most of these people, this provides them 
with their only meal of the day.  Again, CMM 
are saving lives on a daily basis and we are 
privileged to partner with them and help to 
support this feeding programme.  
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A dream come true

In January 2009 a dream came true. David 
and I were able to go out to visit the 
Livesey Girls' Home in Southern India and 
meet Saranya our 14 year old sponsor child 
(daughter).

David and I were part of a thirteen strong 
group who went out to help refurbish this 
home. On our first day the girls were at 
school. At four o'clock they arrived back at 
the home. I was painting in their dormitory 
when suddenly there was a face at the 
window wide eyed and smiling saying “hello 
Mother!”

David & Bridget Vink were part of the team that refurbished the 
home and were able to meet their sponsor child.

My heart leapt as I looked up to see her 
beautiful smiling face. She was as 
delighted to meet us as we were to meet 
her. Over the next eight days we had 
many treasured moments with her and her 
lovely friends with many photos being 
taken. 

We found out about her family. She has 
parents and two sisters. Her sisters are 
educated by the grandparents and 
Saranya is at the home so she too can 
have an education. Her parents work on 
the tea plantations. Her mother picks the 
tea and her father works in processing the 
tea, both earning a basic Indian wage. 
However, if there is no work for them they 
do not get paid. They can visit Saranya 
once a month but it costs them two days 
wages about 300 rupees or £4.35. Often 
they can't afford to visit.

The overwhelming feeling we have from 
this visit is the apparent joy and hope in 
all these girls at this home. We could see 
from our short stay in India that no matter 
what we do we cannot change India but 
we can change someone’s India.

Since my brother returned from a trip to 
India with WCM I had always hoped that one 
day I would be brave enough to follow in his 
shoes and take up an opportunity of a life 
time. I had very mixed feelings from the 
moment I paid my deposit and knew that 
there would be no turning back.

Even up until the night before I really didn't 
believe I would go through with it, but 
somehow I knew it was God's prompting in 
my life. I have to say that I am so proud of 
myself for going, and the experience 
completely changed my outlook on life. 

I already had a sponsor child, but the reality 
of actually meeting her on this trip was 
awesome. I was able to see in person the 
difference my £18 per month had made to 
her life. 

I felt I had no choice but to give him a hope 
and a future and to change his world.

I agreed to sponsor him there and then 
knowing that I could make the small changes 
in my finances to make a difference to his 
world.

Adam Waller was part of the team that refurbished the boys home in     
2004.Since then Joanna has been desperate to visit India.

I gained so much from seeing first hand the 
needs in India, which has allowed me to put 
my life and spending into perspective. I am 
now making the changes in my life to be 
involved with as much work with WCM as 
possible.

A trip of a lifetime? 
Not just for me but for my two sponsor 
children!

Following in her brother’s footsteps

It was particularly amazing when she went to 
her living space and ran out with the 
birthday card I sent her a year ago - it had 
meant so much to her, and to see how happy 
she was gave me a feeling that I can't 
describe. 

Whilst in India we had time to visit many of 
the projects supported by WCM.
When at the boys’ home in Coimbatore I was 
faced with the dilemma of seeing a small 
orphan boy who had been brought there 
without any security or possessions. He 
needed a sponsor and it was at that moment 
that I knew God was pointing out to me all 
the things I potentially waste my money on.

Update
Since coming back from India Joanna has 
been helping in Kidzade. She has now 
become known as the Ebay Queen!!
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India January 2009 Bihar February 2009

Recently, together with our long established 
partner Inter-mission, we have started an 
education programme in Bihar, North India. 
When I was invited to travel there in 
February, I nervously accepted, having never 
been to the North of India before. 

The flight from Calcutta to Bagdogra was 
cancelled due to fog, so train tickets were 
hastily booked, an experience and journey 
that I will remember for a while! It was 
cramped and smelly with plenty of 
cockroaches and it took twelve hours to 
travel 250 miles. 

We arrived at the busy station of Purnia in 
the early hours of the morning, where people 
were still sleeping on the platform. Stepping 
over the people as we headed for the exit, I 
noticed an attendant going along prodding 
the bodies to see if they moved, checking 
whether they were alive or dead. A moment 
of reality hit me about the hardship of life in 
India and it made the uncomfortable train 
journey irrelevant.

The next morning I travelled to Kurmi Tola to 
see the new education programme. In a 
village of about 275 children, we have only 
been able to start with 50. As I watched 
these 50 children sitting in their uniforms, 
the other children came from the village 
with their families to see what was 
happening.  

As the project leader explained the 
difficulties and issues facing the village, I sat 
just thinking “we need to do more”. Then 
the idea of a Saturday club for all the village 
children hit me. We could bring all the 
children together, feed them, play games 
and have fun, with a short bible story or 
activity at the end. As I suggested this to the 
project leader, his eyes glistened with tears 
as he said “anything we can do will help”. 
Then the reality of what I had just suggested 
hit home. How much would this cost?  After a 
few minutes of silence, the figure of 7-8 
rupees per child was mentioned. In pounds 
and pence that equates to £25 a week to run 
a Saturday club for 250-275 children.  My 
heart leapt and straight away I agreed to 
start it that Saturday!

What a great privilege to see a need like that 
first hand and be able to react to it straight 
away. With the profits of Kidzade, 
sponsorship, and the support of a church 
plant in Dartmouth from our home church 
Rivieria Life, we are supporting a Saturday 
club in Kurmi Tola in Bihar! Our aim is to 
eventually have all the children in the 
education programme, so watch this space!

Reflections of the trip

Bringing a team together from all over the 
country with different ages, different skills 
and more importantly food tastes was always 
going to be interesting. But from the 
moment everyone met at the airport there 
was a sense of excitement and unity within 
the team. 

Everyone was desperate to start on the 
project but for some there was also the 
opportunity to meet the child they have 
been sponsoring for years, and for others the 
opportunity to meet project leaders and see 
projects for the first time. Every team 
member was looking forward to different 
aspects of the trip. 

As you have read through the last few pages 
you have seen that the whole trip was a 
great success. The work that was put in at 
the home has made a massive difference to 
all the girls and the warden. We would really 
like to thank every team member for their 
hard work and for giving up two weeks of 
their holiday. The impact to all the children 
and projects that we visited will outlast any 
paint that was put on the walls.

It was nearly eighteen months ago when we 
started to plan the refurbishment of the 
girls' home in Coimbatore, meeting with the 
builder and looking at the plans for a new 
dining room and play area to ensure that 
the home was refurbished to a high 
standard. For any team that went out, this 
certainly was not going to be a holiday! 

One of the great opportunities of taking a 
team on a short term mission trip is to 
introduce them to a different culture, 
climate and food. When all the applications 
were in, there was a team of eighteen. 
Thirteen would be working on the home and 
the others would be visiting projects and 
speaking. With an age range of 23 to 73 we 
had most generations covered!

The team at a new Mercy Centre in 
Calcutta.

Getting ready to go after a hard day’s 
work.

Gerry Holmes with his sponsor child

Kevin Fox with his old sponsor child who is 
now studying to be a nurse.


